Tape 176 


EDITH UPCHEGO 


Transcribed by Janet Taylor, June 2001 

Richard Pargeets: Edith Upchego, she is sixty- two years old. This is at Whiterocks, Utah. My 
name is Richard Pargeets. This is for a Lapoint Elementary sixth grade history project. 

Richard: What was the first thing you beaded? Was it hard? Explain why. 

Edith Upchego: We did a beaded necklace. Only used seven beads. It was easy. 

Richard: How much did beads cost back then? 

Edith: One hand of beads, was twelve strings of beads, cost twenty cents. 

Richard: Why did you bead? Was it a hobby as a girl? 

Edith: It was a hobby, and fun. 

Richard: How did your first bead work turn out? 

Edith: It turned out very well. 

Richard: Why is beading important to our people? 

Edith: Long ago beading was used to trade for food and other things and later the people beaded 
for the family members to wear at their dances and celebrations. 

Richard: Did you ever get poked with a needle? Explain how it happened. 

Edith: When I was beading, the needle would miss the bead and stick my finger. 

Richard: Did you ever give up on beading when you got stuck with the needle? 

Edith: No, because when you are sewing, you have to finish what you started. 

Richard: Does it take a long time to become good at it? 

Edith: Yes, because you have to practice on it to be good at it. 

Richard: When is it important to wear clothing with beads? 

Edith: During the Bear Dance. 

Richard: What is your favorite color? What is your favorite design? 
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Edith: My favorite color is turquoise blue, and my favorite design is... 
END OF TAPE. 
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